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Parish Council 
Church of the Holy Rosary Nativity of Our Blessed Lady 

1510 Adee Avenue, Bronx, NY 10469 
Minutes of January 4, 2023 

 
Present:  Fr. Dennis Williams, John Reide, Robert D’Alessandro (Del), Ivy Maria Moreno, 
Cecile Rodriguez, Doris Werni, Mary McCabe, Mary Ann Piti (Senior Club), Richard Janniello 
(Adult Religious Study), Donna Claire Chung, Linda Cahill (Rosary Altar Society), Sean Cahill, 
Salua Jorgge, Zorraida Jorgge, Esmond Waldron (Holy Name Society) 
 
Excused:  Millie Perota, Tony Loscalzo (Finance Council), Barbara Guzman (Black Ministry), 
Henry Schwalbenberg 
 
Guest Parishioners:  Bernard Scotland 
 
Meeting led by John Reide, Chair 
 
Opening prayer – offered by Ivy Maria Moreno 
 
Verse of the Day – II Tim 3:16 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” 

Hospitality provided by Cecile Rodriguez and Mary McCabe 
 
Call to Quorum by Robert D’Alessandro:  We have a quorum present and can vote on any 
motions 
 
A motion for a correction to the Minutes of November 2, 2022 was made and accepted (Mary 
McCabe and Donna Claire Chung) 
 
John thanked Cecile and Mary for hospitality and Sean for making copies of this meeting’s 
Agenda and the Minutes of the last meeting  
 
Standing Committee Reports – send emails to Ivy so she can put into minutes: 
 
Black Ministry (Donna Claire Chung) -- On January 15th, 2023, the Black Ministry will honor 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by celebrating his birthday at the 1:15pm Mass.  Father Kareem 
Smith of St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic Church in Co-op City will be the celebrant. 
There will be NO reception to follow. On February 19th Black Ministry will celebrate Black 
History Month at 1:15pm. The celebrant will be Father Hippolytus Duru. Light refreshments to 
follow. The Black Ministry’s Bus trip to Lancaster, Pennsylvania was on December 10th, 2022 
to see the Bible Story “David” and we had more parishioners this year than before including 
some Holy Name men 
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Father Williams asked questions of the Black Ministry and Holy Name members and spoke to 
them about maybe next year providing possible names for Christmas dinners to be donated to 
either individuals or families 
 
Deanery Council Report – None 
 
Finance (Tony Loscalzo) – None 
 
Holy Name Society – (Esmond Waldron) – (1) For Thanksgiving HNS had the cookies’ sales 
Gross Sales were $3000, we had a profit of $900.  It was a lot of work and a success (2) In 
December we decorated the Christmas tree, added new light bulbs, assembled the Crèche and 
changed light bulbs in the ceiling. We also did extra caulking on the tiles in front of the church. 
The cost to HNS was $200 for new lights and repairing steps (3) HNS had a wreath sale for 
December; 80 wreaths sold, gross sales $1,140.  We purchased 40 toys for $200 and brought all 
the remaining gifts on the giving tree for $300. On Saturday, December 18th we organized for 
five ladies from the church to assist Cecile Rodriguez in the wrapping and assorting of Christmas 
Gifts. These toys and gifts were given to Abraham House, Montefiore Comprehensive care 
center and a Migrant Shelter (4) with donations of an additional $100 we brought eight 
Christmas Dinners from Fresh Direct and Panini Cake which we distributed to five families, 
Carmine Testa family, Nwocha family and three other Parishioners’ families 
 
Liturgy – (written by Yvette Armstrong and read by Ivy Moreno) -- The Liturgy Committee 
decorated the inside of the Church for Advent and Christmas, using an incremental approach, 
with the final decoration taking place on December 19. The staggered schedule allowed folks to 
assist based on the availability of our regular members ---- Ricardo, Ivy, Gloria, Maryann, Sean, 
Marisol, Hilda and Cecile. We also had the assistance of Gary, The Holy Name Society and 
Luan likewise contributed to the beautification, inside and out, of an already beautiful Church.  
The Liturgy Committee had two additional events this Christmas, inspired by Gospel (John 
21:15-17), when Jesus instructs Simon Peter to “feed my sheep”. We interpret that to mean that 
our love for Jesus can be manifested by taking care of one another (1) a literal interpretation led 
us to provide an official “Giving Meal for Christmas”. In lieu of our Christmas potluck dinner, 
we sought to provide a meal to a family for whom a meal would lift their spirits or enable them 
to have a memorable Christmas dinner. Identifying such a family is a delicate process. Though 
we were unable to find a recipient under that criterion, we nonetheless sent a basket to a very 
giving and deserving parishioner. During the year, we will brainstorm how to develop this idea 
for next Christmas. My initial thought was a single-parent household or a senior.  To that end, we 
ask the different Committee heads to help us identify a family or person to whom we can provide 
a full meal. Any names should be provided directly to Fr. Williams as we want to respect the 
person’s or family’s privacy and dignity. Possible recipients are: parishioners of Holy Rosary; 
CCD families; Nativity families; neighborhood families; Bronx families; others and (2) CCD 
Scholarship. Providing a CCD Scholarship will enable a child to receive religious education for a 
year. It is our hope to spiritually feed a child and/or family.  We also purchased plant saucers for 
the Christmas and Easter plants that adorn the Church, and Ivy made labels for them. While 
organizing the Liturgy Committee closet, we discarded the worn-out ribbons and bows, and 
purchased new ribbons and other decorative items. A member is making covers for two plant 
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stands, to be used as needed throughout the liturgical year.  We look forward to our Lent and 
Easter decorating events  

Media (Linda Cahill) – John commented that the screen in the Church is working well and is 
being kept current by Sean and Del 
 
Nursing Home Ministry (Robert D’Alessandro) – Nursing homes are still being visited according 
to the nursing homes’ COVID restrictions 
 
Parish Life (Mary McCabe) – None  
Fr. Williams asked if it is possible to revive the luncheon cruise; Mary McCabe will call Helen 
Corbie.  A discussion followed regarding the Christmas Spectacular show in Manhattan if we got 
a bus or going to the Sight and Sound Christmas Show in Pennsylvania.  Donna Claire Chung 
relayed that this show is shown every other year and actually will be shown this year, 2023; 
Donna will get info.  Also, reviving the Parish Picnic was discussed and Linda mentioned that 
maybe we could consider consolidating the Black Ministry and Parish Life trip together to Sight 
& Sound.  Discussion continued 
 
Religious Education – Resumes this Saturday per Cecile 
 
RCIA - Father Rossi handles 
 
Rosary Altar Society (Linda Cahill) – Holy Rosary Church was our charity for December.  Our 
annual luncheon will be Saturday, January 7, 2023 

Senior Club (Mary Ann Piti) – We started our clubs’ meetings on Monday, October 3rd with 13 
members, who were very happy to see one another since before COVID.   From Monday, 
October 24th through Friday, October 28th we had our annual trip to Woodluch in Hawley, PA.  
Final count was 34; a great time was had by all. This past Monday we had our Halloween 
meeting; many members came dressed in costume shirts and hats. Our next meeting was 
November 14th due to the setup for voting.  A small Christmas gift was given to Father Williams 
 
Adult Religious Study (Richard Janniello) – This is to provide you with preliminary information 
for the Adult Religious Study Program for Holy Rosary Parish for CY 2023.  The biggest change 
for the upcoming year is that 100% of instruction will be online via Zoom. There will be no in- 
person classes. This will allow for working parishioners to join us, which was impossible with 
our former weekday 3:00 p.m., in-person schedule.  The current game plan is to conduct one 
hour of instruction via Zoom, on Thursday and Friday evenings (with the exception of Holy 
Thursday and Good Friday). We would start at 8:00 p.m. and end at 9:00 p.m. The classes would 
consist of Catechism on Thursdays and New Testament Scripture on Fridays starting February 
9th and 10th.  We will provide the necessary Zoom dial number and password to enter the class. 
We should plan on putting all the necessary information in the Parish bulletin at least three 
weeks prior to the start date. We are confident with this more flexible approach, that we can 
generate 20+ Parishioners per class 
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Old Business: 
• Christmas Giving Tree:  John thanked Cecile and Roberta Daly for a wonderful job, it 

was a big success 
• Christmas Decorations – were noted in the Liturgy Committee Report 
• Cecile thanked the Rosary Altar Society, Holy Name Society, Black Ministry, and Father 

Williams for the Second Collection taken up for the Youth Group.  It was a big help 
 
New Business: 

• Bell or Buzzer for entrance into FWH – Linda reiterated the incident that occurred at a 
meeting of the Rosary Altar Society when two strangers entered the meeting.  A bell is 
needed with a buzzer for safety.  Sean volunteered to bring in a sample from his job for 
us to look at.  It was agreed that a bell with buzzer is an excellent idea   

• Proposal to purchase 100 Banquet Chairs by Esmond Waldron -- many matters were 
discussed regarding the benefits and difficulties of this proposal.  The proposal was not 
agreed upon and Fr. Williams stated he would be willing to revisit it at a later date if 
necessary.  Questions and comments followed 

• Adopt a Seminarian Program – Ivy gave a presentation regarding this Serra Club program 
 
Pastor’s Comments:   

• When we get the new stove, it cannot be used for certain fundraisers like a Fish Fry.  It 
has to meet code therefore the Fire Department and fire extinguishers will restrict what 
we can use the stove for.  Esmond responded by saying that we can then use electric 
fryers.  Fr. Williams said that we would also want to allow other ministries to use it for 
small scale things.  He then asked the members about other fundraising ideas 

• Concern was raised regarding the hall being left dirty after rental parties but Father said 
that the appeal of Holy Rosary Hall is that you can party until late, unlike other venues, 
and it works for the parish.  He also said that he is trying to make sure there are no 
clashes between the hall being left dirty after a party and our parishioners ministries’ 
meetings.  Fr. Williams informed us that the number of weekend parties are usually 
between 36 and 40 a year   

• Father Williams announced the celebration of a Mass in the Extraordinary Form on 
January 29th at 1:15 p.m. for the repose of the soul of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI with 
the celebrant being Father Jules who will give a sermon in tribute to Benedict XVI.  He 
hopes it will be well attended 

 
Question from a Parishioner:   
Bernard Scotland asked Father about why we do not receive the Blood of Christ and asked re the 
Baptist Church giving out cups of grape juice.  Father explained that Catholics receive both the 
Body and Blood of Christ under one species and that the cups of grape juice are only given out in 
non-Catholic churches 
 
Closing Prayer for January 4, 2022 – offered by Mary Ann Piti 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 1, 2023 at 7:30 p.m., FWH 
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Volunteers for our next meeting: 
Opening prayer – Linda Cahill 
Closing prayer – Mary Ann Piti 
Hospitality – Robert D’Alessandro, Ivy Maria Moreno 
 
John made a motion to close the meeting and Sean, Donna and Mary seconded the motion 
 
Reminder:  If a member is unable to attend a meeting, please inform the Pastor (718-379-4432) 
or one of the Executive Board members. 


